THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

again and out over the Channel whence they came.
A squadron of Hurricanes which destroyed nine of
the enemy, began their fight over London and
ended up over the cliffs at Hastings. Another chased
a group of bombers from the Thames at Hammer-
smith to Beachy Head, shooting down five of their
number on the way.9 The anti-aircraft gunners
claimed their victims, too, shooting down seven
enemy aircraft. The fighters destroyed 178 (125
bombers and fifty-three fighters) and the enemy's
total loss for the day was 185 machines, officially
confirmed. Actually, there is reason to believe that
a further forty-seven machines were destroyed.
'Yesterday', said Mr. Churchill next day (Sep-
tember 16), in a congratulatory message to the
Fighter Command, then still commanded by Air
Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding, eeclipsed all pre-
vious records of the Fighter Command. Aided by
squadrons of their Czech and Polish comrades, using
only a small proportion of their total strength, and
under cloud conditions of some difficulty, they cut to
rags and tatters three separate waves of murderous
assault upon the civil population of their native land.
. . . These results exceeded all expectations and give
just and sober confidence in the approaching
struggle/ They were achieved, as the message also
stated, for a loss of only twenty-five British machines
and only twelve pilots.
Apart from the attack in the west, there were
really two separate battles on September 15. The
first and smaller one was fought out before mid-day.
The other and larger one followed more than two
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